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Powder  
to the people

New snowfall helps liven opening weekend 
for Bridger Bowl, Moonlight Basin skiers

By Jolene Keller
Chronicle Staff Writer

Skiers and snowboarders 
around the area rejoiced 
this weekend as fresh 

snow accompanied opening 
weekend at Bridger Bowl and 
Moonlight Basin.

Bridger opened all of its terrain on 
Friday — a breath of fresh air after last 
season, when opening day was only 
possible thanks to man-made snow in 
the lower areas of the mountain. It wasn’t 
until mid-January that Bridger was able 
to fully open its higher elevation terrain.

So it was no wonder that more than 
5,000 skiers and snowboarders came out 
over the weekend to hit Bridger’s slopes. 
Snow began falling on Thursday night, 
and by Sunday morning more than two 
feet blanketed higher elevations at the 
ski area.

“It’s really nice coverage out there, 
considering the warmer weather we’ve 
been having lately,” said Doug Wales, 
Bridger’s long-time marketing director. 
“Saturday was fantastic – it was snowing 
hard all day and filling up tracks. With 
a solid base and fresh snow, it was the 
perfect recipe for a ski day. There were 
lots of hoots and hollers out there.”

It wasn’t just the marketing depart-
ment that was stoked by the snow 
conditions this weekend — MSU student 
Blake Larson was all smiles after a morn-
ing up on the Ridge on Sunday. This 
marks his ninth season at Bridger, and 
he’s looking forward to getting out as 
much as his class schedule will allow.

“It was waist to chest deep up top 
today,” he said with a grin, admitting he 
has “mad pow disease.” 

More snow   I  A10 A snowboarder cruises past snow-covered trees at Bridger Bowl on Saturday afternoon.
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A skier barrels through fresh 
powder in the High Traverse 
area at Bridger Bowl on 
Saturday afternoon. 

By MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BILLINGS — The shooting 
of collared gray wolves from 
Yellowstone National Park is 
prompting Montana wildlife 
commissioners to consider 
new restrictions against killing 
the predators in areas near the 
park.

Wolf trapping in Montana 
kicks off Dec. 15. It’s the state’s 

first such trapping season since 
the animals lost their fed-
eral protections last year after 
almost four decades on the 
endangered species list.

But hunting already is under 
way for the predators in Mon-
tana and neighboring Idaho 
and Wyoming, and at least 
seven of Yellowstone’s roughly 
88 wolves have been shot in 

recent weeks while travelling 
outside the park.

That includes five wolves 
fitted with tracking collars for 
scientific research, said Dan 
Stahler, a biologist with the 
park’s wolf program. The most 
recent to be shot, the collared 
alpha female from the well-
known Lamar Canyon pack, 
was killed last week in Wyo-
ming.
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Advocates:
‘fiscal cliff ’  
threatens  
U.S. parks 
By McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Congress’ 
looming failure to solve the fiscal 
cliff crisis leaves national parks fac-
ing large-scale cuts and the prospect 
of fewer visitors as tax increases 
leave Americans with less money to 
travel.

With serious doubts that the 
politicians will be able to reach a 
deal before the automatic spend-
ing cuts and tax increases go into 
effect at the end of the year, national 
park advocates and communities 
that depend on tourism revenue are 
growing increasingly worried.

They’re joining 
defense companies, 
unions, health care 
providers, chambers 
of commerce and 
others in arguing to 
Congress that the 
across-the-board 
cuts would be a big 
blow to the nation’s 
economy and qual-
ity of life.

“The impact will 
be very, very damaging for national 
parks,” John Gardner of the National 
Parks Conservation Association, an 
advocacy group, said after a long 
day lobbying Congress.

The National Park Service, like 
other federal agencies, faces an 
automatic cut of 8.2 percent. That 
amounts to a nationwide $218 mil-
lion cut for the parks, according to 
members of Congress.

“That could mean some level 
of closure at virtually every na-
tional park in the system, includ-
ing reductions in park hours or 
seasons, closures of campgrounds 
or visitor’s centers, and even the 
outright closure of many parks in 
the next year. And it could elimi-
nate as many as 9,000 rangers who 
serve the public, protect our parks, 
and keep the parks running — a 
devastating blow,” according to a let-
ter the National Parks Conservation 
Association is sending to members 
of Congress.
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Yellowstone wolf shootings draw scrutiny This March  
2007 photo 
provided by 
National Park 
Service 
photographer 
Doug Smith 
shows a Gibbon 
wolf pack in 
Yellowstone 
National Park, 
Wyo. 

ap

Wolf trapping in Montana 
kicks off Friday

Athens 55/42/s 62/49/pc
Amsterdam 40/33/pc 38/33/sh
Baghdad 69/57/c 68/48/r
Bangkok 92/76/sh 93/76/sh
Beijing 30/14/pc 32/16/s
Bogota 74/43/c 72/49/r
Cairo 68/51/s 66/48/s
Calgary 33/21/pc 38/26/c
Dublin 41/32/pc 41/30/s
Geneva 38/22/sn 33/9/sf
Havana 86/65/s 82/66/c
Hong Kong 68/62/s 70/61/s
Jakarta 90/77/t 89/76/t

Jerusalem 61/46/s 54/47/r
Kabul 53/27/pc 48/23/s
London 41/34/pc 41/27/pc
Madrid 52/32/pc 50/31/pc
Mexico City 80/46/pc 78/45/s
Moscow 28/18/sf 23/12/c
Nairobi 83/57/pc 84/57/s
Paris 43/32/pc 38/28/s
Rome 55/34/sh 51/34/s
Singapore 88/75/t 88/75/t
Tokyo 50/37/s 50/39/pc
Toronto 42/19/c 29/26/pc
Vienna 38/30/sf 34/26/sf
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High  ....................................  19°
Low  ......................................  -3°
Normal high  ........................  34°
Normal low  .........................  13°
Record high  ...............  60°/1975
Record low  ................  -36°/1919

24 hours through 6 p.m.  ....  0.03"
Month to date ....................  0.51"
Normal month to date  .......  0.30"
Year to date  .....................  13.18"
Normal year to date  .........  19.11"
Normal for year  ...............  19.29"

High  ...............  15° at 12:14 a.m.
Low  ....................  2° at 5:33 a.m.
Normal high  ........................  33°
Normal low  .........................  10°
Record high  ...............  62°/1957
Record low  ................  -39°/1972

24 hours through 6 p.m.  ..... Trace
Month to date ....................  0.37"
Normal month to date  .......  0.17"
Year to date  .......................  9.02"
Normal year to date  .........  13.78"
Normal for year  ...............  14.71"
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Regional WeatherBozeman 7-Day Forecast

Temperature:

Precipitation:

Temperature:

Precipitation:

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

City Hi/Lo/Prc. Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/Prc. Hi/Lo/W

110s100s90s80s70s60s50s40s30s20s10s0s-10s -0s

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. 
Temperature bands are highs for the day. 

Weather (W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow, 
fl–flurries, sn–snow, i–ice, 

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an exclusive index that combines the effects of 
temperature, wind, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human  
body - everything that affects how warm or cold a person feels. Shown are the highest and lowest values 
for each day.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
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Information taken at MSU Bozeman 
ending at 4 p.m. yesterday

Information taken at Bozeman 
Airport ending at 6 p.m. yesterday

 Tod. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.

 M Tu W Th F Sa Su

Sunrise today  .............. 7:54 a.m.
Sunset today  ............... 4:40 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow  ........ 7:55 a.m.
Sunset tomorrow  ......... 4:40 p.m.
Moonrise today  ........... 4:35 a.m.
Moonset today  ............ 2:36 p.m.
Moonrise tomorrow  ..... 5:51 a.m.
Moonset tomorrow  ...... 3:24 p.m.

For the 24 hour period ending at 5 p.m.

 Yest. Today  Yest. Today

Belgrade 19/-3/0.03 31/19/sf
Big Sky 7/-5/0.00 22/13/sn
Billings 25/5/0.02 36/25/sf
Butte 19/-7/0.00 32/17/sf
Dillon 23/2/0.00 32/20/sf
Ennis 19/-4/0.00 32/20/sf
Glasgow 13/3/T 25/14/c
Glendive 10/-9/0.00 29/15/c
Great Falls 23/-8/0.02 35/26/sf

Havre 23/-4/T 31/15/pc
Helena 18/-4/0.00 32/23/sf
Kalispell 25/13/0.00 33/25/sf
Livingston 22/-8/T 33/23/sf
Manhattan 21/5/0.00 31/20/sf
Miles City 16/-3/T 33/18/c
Missoula 19/6/0.01 35/29/sf
Three Forks 30/8/0.00 33/22/sf
W. Ystone 16/-2/0.06 27/14/sn

A thick cloud cover today 
with a snow shower. Mostly 
cloudy tonight with snow 
showers, accumulating a 
coating to an inch, mainly 
early. Periods of clouds 
and sunshine tomorrow. 
Wednesday: snow possible. 
Thursday: partly sunny. Fri-
day: variable cloudiness.

 Today Tomorrow

Today

Cloudy with a 
snow shower.

Chance of 
precip: 60%

Tuesday

Intervals of 
clouds and 
sunshine.
Chance of 
precip: 25%

Wednesday

A thick cloud 
cover with a 

chance for snow.

Thursday

Some sun.

Friday

Clouds and 
breaks of sun.

Saturday

Variable 
cloudiness.

Sunday

Cloudy and 
warmer with 

snow possible.

29° 20° 33° 23° 36° 17° 32° 14° 29° 13° 28° 15° 35° 5°

Albuquerque 39/20/s 41/21/pc
Anchorage 29/15/sf 21/11/s
Atlanta 68/40/t 54/37/pc
Baltimore 67/43/t 48/30/pc
Bismarck 25/12/c 26/17/pc
Boise 44/30/pc 47/34/pc
Boston 61/42/r 46/30/c
Charleston,SC 75/60/pc 70/49/sh
Cheyenne 33/19/pc 39/25/pc
Chicago 33/20/c 34/24/pc
Cincinnati 47/30/r 41/25/pc
Cleveland 45/30/r 37/28/c
Dallas 47/25/s 52/32/s
Denver 38/19/pc 47/24/pc
Flagstaff 42/14/s 47/16/s
Honolulu 82/70/pc 81/70/s
Houston 52/33/r 56/34/s
Indianapolis 40/25/c 38/25/pc
Kansas City 31/20/pc 45/24/s
Las Vegas 57/39/s 60/42/s
Los Angeles 75/51/s 73/50/s
Louisville 48/29/r 42/28/s
Miami 83/72/pc 83/72/t
Minneapolis 14/8/pc 25/13/pc
New Orleans 70/42/t 53/41/pc
New York 63/43/r 48/34/s
Omaha 26/16/pc 41/19/pc
Orlando 83/66/t 82/67/t
Philadelphia 67/45/t 49/34/s
Phoenix 64/42/s 67/44/s
Pittsburgh 55/32/r 38/26/sf
Portland, OR 50/37/pc 45/37/r
St. Louis 35/21/pc 42/27/s
Salt Lake City 39/30/pc 43/30/pc
San Diego 70/50/s 71/53/s
San Francisco 63/46/s 60/50/pc
Seattle 47/39/pc 45/36/r
Spokane 33/29/pc 36/30/c
Topeka 33/18/pc 47/21/s
Washington, DC 69/47/t 53/35/pc

Weather (W): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, sf–snow 
flurries, sn–snow, i–ice, Prc–Precipitation, T–trace.
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New

Dec 13

First

Dec 19

Full

Dec 28

Last

Jan 4

Forecasts and graphics provided
by AccuWeather.com ©2012

During what four-month period are 
hurricanes least likely to occur?

A:December through March.

Weather Trivia™
Q:

National Weather

Regional CitiesArea Summary

Sun and Moon

Temperature Trends

RealFeel Temperature®

Almanac

World Cities

Road Conditions: 1-800-226-7623

For up-to-the-minute weather infomation, visit Dailychronicle.com

Normal low 
temperatures

Normal high 
temperatures

Last week’s 
temperatures

Yellowstone River

River Conditions

Missouri River

Madison River

Jefferson River

Gallatin River

  Flood 4 p.m. 24-hr
River/Station stage yest. chg

Near Gallatin Gateway
 6 1.29 -0.08

Near Twin Bridges
 9 3.47 -0.28

Below Ennis Lake
 -- 2.73 none

At Toston
 10.5 4.29 -0.22

 8.5 0.78 -0.20
Near Livingston

Local Air Quality

Very Unhealthy

Hazardous

Unhealthy
Unhealthy

for sens. grp
Moderate

Good

Today Yesterday

Source: Montana Department  
of Environmental Quality,  
http://todaysair.mt.gov  

Health-effect categories are based on 
fine particle (PM 2.5) levels. PM 2.5 is the 
primary air pollutant in this region.  
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Learning  
experience

MSU players reflect on season-ending loss,  
look forward to future  I  SPORTS“      ”Romney’s ‘47 percent’ comment 

tops list of 2012  I  PAGE A2

Say what?


